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What If I Fail?  

Do you remember a time you failed?  What did that teach you? 

 

 

How does a proper understanding of the purpose of evangelism 

give perspective for apparent failure in sharing the gospel? 

SUCCESS is not in the results!  My job is to sow seeds, and let 

God give the increase! (1 Corinthians 3:6) 

What if I lose the argument? 

It’s not my job to argue, but to come alongside and share truth. 

What if I lose the relationship? 

I want to build bridges for the gospel, but even Jesus says that 
the truth will bring division. 

What if I look crazy (foolish)? 

1. Even Jesus’ family thought he was crazy. (Mark 3:21) 
2. God uses the foolish to shame the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27) 
3. I ought not be ashamed of the gospel! (Romans 1:16) 

What if I hinder their faith? 

I want to build (not burn) bridges, but I can’t do that by staying 
silent!  I must share the only way of salvation! (Acts 4:12) 
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What if I say the wrong thing? 

I do want to listen and respond to them, but also focus on 
sharing God’s Word, which will accomplish its purpose 
(Isaiah 55:11) 

What if I can’t answer their question? 

I can get back to them with the answer, but also return the 
discussion to what’s important. 

What if I’ve had a bad testimony before them? 

1. I must get right with God. (1 John 1:9) 
2. My testimony includes my past wrongs. (Acts 22:4) 
3. God saves sinners, including me! (1 Timothy 1:15) 

What if I don’t lead them to faith? 

That’s my goal, but my success is faithfully sowing the gospel. 
(1 Corinthians 3:6) 

What do these questions all have in common? 

They are all focused on ME – “What if I…” 

What are some actual failures regarding evangelism? 

1. A dismissed opportunity 

2. An insincere motive 

3. An apathetic mind 

4. A stubborn spirit 

5. A sterile faith 

6. A calloused heart 

7. Other: 

*Woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! (1 Corinthians 9:16) 
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